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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 5, 9, 10, 15-17, 19, 24, 25, 28-31, 33, 37, 43-45, 48-52, 55, 62, 63, 
65-67, 69-71, 74, 77, 81-83, 86, 87, and 89 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent 5,287,181 to Holman. 

Regarding claim 1, Holman discloses in Figure 2 an electronic coupon system 1, 
which receives coupon information along with a program broadcast (column 6, lines 5- 
12), the coupon system has a plurality of display modes (column 6, lines 5-12, 39-40), 
and alerts a user when a coupon is available by displaying a logo during a commercial 
(column 6, lines 5-12), and coupon information is displayed along with the program 
(column 6, lines 5-12). 

Regarding claims 2, 51 , Holman discloses an electronic coupon display system, 
which receives coupon information along with program data(column 6, lines 5-12) and 
stores the coupon information (column 6, lines 34-38). 

Regarding claims 3, 33, 52, 67, Holman discloses the use of a smart card used 
by a viewer (column 6, lines 56-64), and that coupon information is stored locally for any 
coupon data a user is interested in (column 6, lines 24-38). 
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Regarding claims 5, 71, Holman discloses a stored coupon mode (column 6, 
lines 39-43). Holman inherently contains a non-coupon display mode as not all TV 
programming is advertiser supported. 

Regarding claims 9, 37, 55, 74, and 86 Holman discloses in Figure 2, an 
electronic coupon system which displays a logo 40 alerting a viewer that a coupon is 
available, a viewer may press a view button 9 (Figure 1) additional information 
regarding the coupon is displayed (column 6, lines 5-38). 

Regarding claim 15, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system, which 
utilizes a magnetic card on which coupon information maybe stored, a user may swipe 
the card through a card reader at the time of purchase at a store, which decodes the 
coupon information (column 18, line 59-column 19, Iine21). 

Regarding claim 16, Holman disclosers an electronic coupon system, which 
allows a user to download coupons into memory; the coupons can be reviewed at a 
time after they were originally broadcast (column 6, lines 5-64). 

Regarding claims 17, 43, 63, and 87 Holman discloses an electronic coupon 
system which overlays coupon information over the displayed TV program (column 6, 
lines 5-12). 

Regarding claims 19, 44, 77 and 89, Holman discloses an electronic coupon 
system that downloads coupon information at the same time an advertisement is 
displayed (column 6, lines 5-12). 
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Regarding claim 24, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system that 
generates coupons related to a product, which is advertised onscreen (column 6, lines 
5-12). 

Regarding claims 25, 45, and 65, Holman discloses an electronic coupon 
system, which alerts a user when a coupon is available by displaying an icon during 
scenes in an advertisement (column 6, lines 5-38). 

Regarding claims 28, 48, and 62, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system 
in which items advertised during commercials may have an associated coupon which is 
downloaded into a set top box (column 6, lines 5-20), the coupon may be stored for a 
set amount of time before it becomes invalid (column 18, lines 30-47). 

Regarding claims 29, 49, 66 Holman discloses an electronic coupon system 
which alerts a user when a coupon is available by displaying an icon during scenes in 
an advertisement, displays advertising information, and displays information during the 
broadcast of the advertisement (column 6, lines 5-38). 

Regarding claim 30, Holman discloses in Figure 2 an electronic coupon system 1 
which is coupled to display 39 and contains a processor (control circuit 117, Figure 3, 
column 10, lines 36-53), which receives coupon information along with a program 
broadcast (column 6, lines 5-12), the coupon system has a plurality of display modes 
(column 6, lines 5-12, 39-40), and alerts a user when a coupon is available by 
displaying a logo during a commercial (column 6, lines 5-12), and coupon information is 
displayed along with the program (column 6, lines 5-12). 
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Regarding claim 31, Hoiman discloses in Figures 2 and 3, an electronic coupon 
system with a display 39 and processor 117. 

Regarding claim 50, Hoiman discloses in Figure 2 an electronic coupon system 
containing a processor (control circuit 117, Figure 3, column 10, lines 36-53), which 
receives coupon information along with a program broadcast (column 6, lines 5-12), the 
coupon system has a plurality of display modes (column 6, lines 5-12, 39-40), and alerts 
a user when a coupon is available by displaying a logo during a commercial (column 6, 
lines 5-12), and coupon information is displayed along with the program (column 6, lines 
5-12). Processor 117 inherently reads from a memory device containing executable 
instructions for the operation of the device, as this is essential to the operation of the 
processor. 

Regarding claim 69, Hoiman discloses in Figure 2 an electronic coupon system 
1, which receives coupon information along with a program broadcast (column 6, lines 
5-12) that has been transmitted via a cable to STB 33; coupon information is displayed 
along with the program (column 6, lines 5-12). 

Regarding claim 70, Hoiman discloses a method of providing electronic coupons, 
the coupon system has a plurality of display modes including a coupon mode which lets 
a user browse stored coupons (column 6, lines 5-64), the system alerts a user when a 
coupon is available by displaying a logo during a commercial with the coupon 
information sent simultaneously (column 6, lines 5-12), 
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Regarding claim 81, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system in Figure 3, 
in which a STB 33 receives video and coupon data over a cable; the coupon data is 
displayed on screen along with the video (column 6, lines 5-38). 

Regarding claim 82, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system which 
provides an alert via display of an icon 70, when a coupon is available, the coupon icon 
is shown during an advertisement for a product onscreen, once a coupon is selected for 
download, a user may enter a coupon display mode which lists downloaded coupons 
(column 6, lines 5-64). 

Regarding claim 83, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system, which has a 
regular TV display mode and a stored coupon mode (column 6, lines 5-64). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 6, 7, 18, 22, 23, 32, 34-36, 53, 54, 64, 68, 72, 73, 75, 76, 80, 84, 85, 
and 92 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
5,287,181 to Holman 

Regarding claims 4, 34, and 68, Holman discloses in Figure 2, an electronic 
coupon system that displays a logo 40 alerting a viewer that a coupon is available. 
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Holman does not disclose the use of a HDTV system. The examiner takes official notice 
that the use of HDTV is well known within the art. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to modify Holman to display and include 
electronic coupons on HDTV systems thereby enlarging the number of viewers 
available to advertisers. 

Regarding claims 6, 35, 53, 72, 84, Holman discloses in Figure 2, an electronic 
coupon system that displays a logo 40 alerting a viewer that a coupon is available. 
Holman does not disclose the use of a tone to alert a viewer of a coupon. The examiner 
takes official notice that the use of a tone to alert a viewer is well known within the art. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
modify Holman to include a tone in order to alert a viewer who may be away from the 
television that a coupon is available. 

Regarding claims 7, 36, 54, 73, 75, 85, Holman discloses in Figure 2, an 
electronic coupon system which displays a logo 40 alerting a viewer that a coupon is 
available and is superimposed over the displayed video (column 6, lines 5-7). 

Regarding claim 8, Holman discloses in Figure 2, an electronic coupon system 
that displays a logo 40 alerting a viewer that a coupon is available for a selected product 
(column 6, lines 5-7, 23-27). 

Regarding claims 18, 76 and 88, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system 
which overlays coupon information over the displayed TV program (column 6, lines 5- 
12). Holman does not disclose a system in which a user may select what part of the 
display the coupon information should be overlaid upon. The examiner takes official 
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notice that user customizable displays are well known within the art. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to modify Holman to 
allow a user to choose where to display coupon information so that onscreen displays 
such as sports scores, timers or stock quotes could still be visible while coupon 
information was displayed onscreen. 

Regarding claims 22, 32, 64, 80, and 92, Holman discloses an electronic coupon 
system that provides coupons related to a product onscreen during an advertisement 
(column 6, lines 5-38). Holman does not disclose providing coupon information during a 
variety of other programs. The examiner takes official notice that the use of a set top 
box for displaying live television programs, prerecorded television programs, live 
television commercials, prerecorded television commercials, movies and pay per view 
programming is well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of invention to modify Holman to display coupon information 
during a variety of television events to provide a subscriber coupon information for 
products to provide additional opportunities for a subscriber to view coupon information 
as the subscriber may have been away from the television during a commercial break. 

Regarding claim 23, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system that provides 
coupons related to a product onscreen such as Coke® (column 6, lines 5-38). Holman 
does not disclose generating coupons for services. The examiner takes official notice 
that coupons related to services are well known within the art. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to modify Holman to 
include coupons for services in order to increase the pool of advertisers. 



Application/Control Number: 09/218,120 
Art Unit: 2611 



Page 9 



Claims 10-14, 26, 38, 39, 41, 42, 46, and 56-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,287,181 to Holman in view of U.S. 
Patent 5,559,549 to Hendricks. 

Regarding claims 10, 38, and 56, Holman discloses an electronic coupon 
system, which stores coupon data on a magnetic card (column 6, lines 56-64). Holman 
does not disclose a system, which stores TV program data on a removable medium. 
Hendricks discloses a TV program delivery system which stores a program title, 
description, date of airing, time of airing and broadcast channel on a set top box 
(column 13, lines 36-50). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
at the time of invention to modify Holman to store TV program descriptive information on 
the magnetic card to allow retailers to track program viewing habits of their customers 
allowing them to better direct their advertising resources. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 39, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system, 
which downloads coupons related to advertising (column 6, lines 5-38). 

Regarding claims 12, 57, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system in 
which coupon information is stored on a magnetic card and is read and then redeemed 
in a retail store (column 18, line 59-column 19, line 21). Holman does not disclose a 
system, which downloads program information to a smart card and later transfers it to a 
program information collection center. Hendricks discloses a CATV network, which 
stores program information in a set top box and later reports viewing information to the 
headend (column 13, lines 36-50, column 14, lines 43-60). Therefore it would have 
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been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to modify Holman to store 
TV program descriptive information on the magnetic card to allow retailers to track 
program viewing habits of their customers allowing them to better direct their advertising 
resources. 

Regarding claim 13, 41, 58, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system in 
which a user must decide which coupons they are interested in before downloading 
them to a magnetic card (column 6, lines 5-64). 

Regarding claim 14, 42, 59, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system in 
which a user must decide which coupons they are interested in before downloading 
them to a magnetic card (column 6, lines 5-64); once the coupons are downloaded to a 
card, then a user may utilize them in a store (column 14, lines 43-60). 

Regarding claims 26, 46, 60, Holman discloses an electronic coupon system in 
which a user utilizes a display list button 13, which brings up a coupon menu, which a 
user may navigate with up arrow 15 and down arrow button 17. Holman does not 
disclose the use of a program guide for navigating the coupons. Hendricks discloses the 
use of a program guide menu for navigating TV programming. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to modify Holman to 
include the program guide as taught by Hendricks so that a user would have an easier 
time navigating available programming choices thus spending less time channel surfing. 

Claim 27, 47, and 61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 5,287,181 to Holman in view of U.S. Patent 6,002,394 to Bruck. 
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Regarding claims 27, 47, and 61, Holman discloses a system for downloading 
coupons to a smart card from a CATV network. Holman does not disclose providing 
electronic links to a manufacture's or dealer's webpage or electronic catalog. Bruck 
discloses an Internet accessible set top box (column 4, lines 31-42), which uses the 
Internet to retrieve web pages for a subscriber. The examiner takes official notice that 
the use of web pages as an electronic product catalog is well known in the art. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
modify Holman to include Internet accessibility in order to provide user additional 
information on products which they had received a coupon for. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 20, 21, 78, 79, 90, and 91 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 5,500,681 to Jones: Apparatus and Method for Generating Product 
Coupons in Response to Televised Offers. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hunter B. Lonsberry whose telephone number is 703- 
305-3234. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday during normal 
business hours. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-5359 for 
regular communications and 703-372-9314 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-306- 
0377. 



HBL 

May 17, 2002 
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